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HISTORY OF THE GREAT WAR

again advanced and captured the great industrial city of Lodz. They
then marched against Warsaw but were checked before reaching that
city.

The Russian invasion of Galicia was more fortunate. After some
minor successes, they won a very great victory over an Austrian army
near Lemberg on September 2. They drove the Austrians across the
river San, captured Jaroslav,and besieged the great fortress of Przemysl.
They then advanced upon Cracow. The Austrian army was heavily
reinforced by Germans and the Russians retired to the line of the
Vistula to protect Warsaw. Here they were attacked and succeeded
in holding their ground in a battle of six days’ duration, when a strong
force of cavalry enveloped the German left wing and forced them to
make a long and costly retreat. Early in December, the Russians
renewed the siege of Przemysl and again advanced towards Cracow.

The Austrian invasions of Serbia had been repelled with severe
loss and a Serbian army invaded Bosnia and besieged Serajevo. In
November, the Austrian army was reinforced, drove out the Serbians
and pursued them into their own country. Belgrade was bombarded
and laid in ruins. On December 5, the Serbian army defeated the
invaders and recaptured Belgrade on the 14th.

Montenegro declared war on Austria on August 7, and assisted
the Serbians in their invasion of Bosnia. On October 31, diplomatic
relations between Turkey and the Allies were broken off. Follow-
ing upon a Germano-Turkish attack upon the Russian Black Sea coast,
Great Britain declared war against Turkey and annexed Cypruson Nov-
ember 5, and France declared war next day. A Holy War against the
Allies was proclaimed by the Sultan on November 25. The allied
fleet bombarded the forts at the Dardanelles. The Turks invaded
the Caucasian frontier of Russia, but were almost immediately driven
out. Troops from India landed at the head of the Persian Gulf,
and occupied the port of Basra on November 21. The Turks were
defeated by this force at Kurna on the Tigris on December 8, and the
richest part of the Delta was occupied by the victorious troops.

NAVAL AND COLONIAL WARFARE, 1914,

With the entry of Great Britain into the war, the command of
the seas passed into the hands of the Allies. It became no longer
possible for the reservists of Germany and Austria to return from
beyond the seas, and the conquest of the German colonies was an
easy matter. About half of the German shipping at the declaration
of war was on the high seas or in foreign and colonial ports. The
destruction of German commerce and the close blockade of her ports
must eventually accomplish her ruin. Her fleet, however, still com-
manded the Baltic and enabled her to carry on a prosperous trade
with Scandinavia, and the outer world through Scandinavian ports.
The main task of the British Grand Feetin the North sea was to
prevent German squadrons or single ships from reaching the Atlantic
or from remaining at sea any length of time without meeting a superior
British force. The first encounter of any magnitude took place in
the Bight of Heligoland on August 28. Three German cruisers and
two torpedo boats were destroyed.



